Effective Neurally Adjusted Ventilatory Assist (NAVA) Ventilation in a Child With Jeune Syndrome.
Jeune syndrome (asphyxiating thoracic dystrophy) is a rare skeletal dysplasia mainly characterized by dystrophy of the thoracic cage. Neurally adjusted ventilatory assist (NAVA) is a respiratory support in which pressure assistance is provided in proportion to and synchronous with the electrical activity of the diaphragm. We present the case of a 4-month-old infant with asphyxiating thoracic dystrophy and respiratory failure successfully ventilated with NAVA. In this case, NAVA improved patient-ventilator synchrony, reducing endotracheal secretion and gastric overdistention. The reduction of breathing effort and the improvement in enteral feeding tolerance and weight gain made the patient eligible for thoracic surgical correction.